Lesson Plan

Name: Nicolette Peterson

  Name of Activity: Letter Box   
Domain Area: Language & Literacy 
    
Date: 4/16/2015  
Children’s Age: 4 & 5 year old    Number of Children Participating: 10
(Please Circle One)

Individual

Small Group

Large Group
	Observation/Assessment:  Why did you choose this activity/experience?

(Identify needs, interests, abilities of children)

· Using Anecdotal records to observe the children identify letters and the sounds they make.


	Vocabulary Words:

· Sound
· Letter
· Sign Language


	MSDE Standards Developmental Goals:  
(Domain Elements for 3 and 4 year olds)

1. Alphabet Knowledge: The names and sounds associated with letters
2. The concepts about print and early decoding (identifying letter-sound relationships)

Learning Objectives (2 or more):

1.       Recognizes that letters of the alphabet have distinct sound(s) associated with them
2.       Identifies letters and associates correct sound with letters 80% of the time.

3.       Understands conventions, such as print moves from left to right and top to bottom           of a page 90% of the time.


	Materials:

· Letter Box
· Alphabet cards within box
· Large Area


	Procedure:

1. Introduce the letter box, the children helped create and decorate in an early activity
2. Have each child come up and grab a card out of the box
3. Children grab a letter they are to say the letter and make the letter sound
4. Activity will resume until box is empty/ or as time permits


	Extension Activity:

1. Have children go into a writing activity; picking a letter and writing it out
2. Do activity again
3. Have children do more than just the sound of the letter, i.e. a word that starts with letter and/or sign language of the letter or word that starts with letter.



1. Introduction/Motivation/Set Induction:  How will you get the children’s attention?

· Pull out the box the children helped create and allow them time to view their finished product; look and share their work with each other
· Then inform the children the directions and how they are going to share their knowledge with all their friends
2. Nurturing/Teaching Strategies Procedures:  What are the steps you will take to conduct this activity/experience?

· Make sure I have all the alphabet cards in the box;
· Make sure cards are legible for all to read
3. Closure:  How will you know it’s time to end your activity?
· Going through alphabet 1 or 2 times will end activity
· If children still interested, continue with extension activities
· Time limits
4. Transition:  How will you prepare the children psychologically or physically for what will occur next?

· At beginning of activity inform the children that everyone will get a turn picking a card
· Transition out by asking them a sound of the alphabet
5. Developmental Variations:  What modifications will you make for an individual(s) or group(s)?
· If struggling; break out into small groups
· Have children only say the letter; help or make sound it makes for them

· Ask to state a word that starts with particular letter

· Add “fun” cards to keep their attention and also for kinesthetic learners
6. Observers Comment/Suggestions: (Please sign and date):
Anecdotal Record

Observer: Nicolette Peterson 


   Developmental Area(s): Language  
Date: 4/16/2015                   Time: 12:45 p.m.   to  1:00 p.m. 
Describe what you saw the child do and what you heard, when possible, using direct quotes.
Completed alphabet/ letter box activity with 10 children.  Each child gave me a word it started with the sound it made and the sign language letter or word that went with each letter.  
Had the children speak to their peers and “present” their knowledge of the letter they pulled.

The only child that had a hard time, A, had the letter Q and could sign the letter but not tell me a word that started with the letter.  

Self-Evaluation:

· Do you feel you were sufficiently prepared for the activity?

Yes, I wish I had more time to really expand on activity though.
· How did the children engage/respond to the activity?

The children at first were a little apprehensive when asked to speak and tell their friends/peers not me.  However, they each participated and showed interests in watching their friends while they waited.
· Do you feel this activity was developmentally-appropriate for the children?

Yes, the children are still connecting the letters of the alphabet with sound and letter recognition.  
· Were the goals/objectives met?
Yes, all learning objectives were met and exceeded. 
· Is there anything you might change if you plan this activity again?
I would like to include some “fun” cards into the activity to keep them actively engaged.  
· How might you use other domain areas to expand on this activity and meet additional goals?
To tie in literacy, having children write a sentence with the letter they received.  When writing could focus more on fine motors.  Involve fun cards, causing them to do a physical activity, expanding on gross motors.
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Check context of observation:





X  Teacher-created activity


______  Child- initiated activity


______  New task


X  Familiar task


______  Solitary activity


X  Peer activity








